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CHURCH, that body of
Christians which accepts
the Pope as its visible
head. Roman Catholics
believe that the Church
was established by Jesus
Christ and committed to
Saint Peter as the chief of
the Apostles, to whom he
gave the keys of the King-
dom of Heaven. They be-
lieve it to be the only
Church of Christ, beyond
whose pale there is no
salvation. The word pale,
however, according to Ro-
man theology, includes
those of other Christian churches who under-
stand and live in accordance with the precepts
and teachings of Christ. The power bestowed
by Christ upon Saint Peter is believed by
Catholics to descend to his successors to the
end of time, and is vested in the Pope as
high pontiff of the Church.
Creed and Sacraments. The creed, or be-
lief, of Catholics is defined in the Apostles'
Creed, the Nicene, the Athanasian and, most
minutely, in that of Pius IV, after the proc-
lamation of the Council of Trent in 1562.
The Church has seven sacraments, -which are
believed to impart spiritual grace, three of
which can be taken advantage of but once
namely, baptism, confirmation, and holy or-
ders. The ceremonial of the mass is regarded
as the most sacred and solemn in the ritual
of the Church. In it Catholics believe that
the body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus
Christ are really present in the bread and
wine, and that this form of worship was
ordained by Christ at his Last Supper with
his Apostles and has continued to the present
time,
Further Beliefs and Ceremonies. Catho-
lics believe that Mary, the mother of Christ,
can obtain for them innumerable spiritual
benefits, if they appeal to her. They believe
that in her conception she was immaculate.
Notwithstanding the fact that divine worship
is denied to her, she is honored beyond any
of the other saints. Her invocation and that
of the other saints is prescribed in the Creed
of Pius IV, whieh also imposes reverence for
images of them, such as statues or pictures.
After the Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph is the
most honored of all the saints.
 A place of purification after death, known
as purgatory, is also believed in by members
of the Roman Church. Those dying penitent,
but not wholly cleansed from sin, make full
atonement in purgatory, after which they are
admitted into heaven.
The Pope. The definition of the Church,
as understood by Catholics, is a congregation
of all the faithful under the supremacy of the
Pope, who has been pronounced infallible.
His infallibility, however, is limited to ques-
tions of doctrine and faith, which have been
or would be defined by councils of the Church,
composed of cardinals and other ecclesiastical
hierarchs.
Priesthood. All entering the priesthood
must assume the vow of celibacy before ad-
mission to holy orders, according to the law
of the Western Church. There is, however,
no apostolic obligation on the Church to im-
pose celibacy as an indispensable qualification
for the priesthood, but it is regarded as an.
important quality, since those in a married
state would not give their attention wholly to
spiritual duties. Gregory the Great and the
Council of Toledo in 653 prohibited marriage
by those in holy orders. Persons in minor
orders, though married, were for centuries al-
lowed to serve the Church. In the twelfth
century minor prieets at marriage were de-
prived of clerical privileges. Boniface VIII,
in 1300, permitted them to act as clerks, pro-
vided they had the sanction of the bishop.
The Council of Trent subsequently pro-
nounced such marriages null and void. In
the East, clerical eelibacy existed in Thessaly,
Achaia and Macedonia in the fifth century.
When Synesius in 410 was elected bishop of
Rome, he accepted the office only on the con-
dition that he be allowed to live with his wife.
The consequences of various laws on the
question are that Greeks who aspire to the
priesthood leave the seminaries and return
for ordination after marriage; that secular
priests can live in the married state, but on
the death of a wife cannot take a second, and
that bishops are chosen from the monks All
monks and nuns must be celibates.
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